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true that he does demand an enthusiasm, and that such
an enthusiasm may be capable of awakening the moral
sense in hearts in which it seemed dead. But if, not-
withstanding- this demand, only a very few members ot
the Christian Church are capable of the enthusiasm,
what use in imposing on the whole body a task which
the vast majority are not qualified to perform ? Would
it not be well to recognise the fact which we cannot alter,
and to abstain from demanding from frail human nature
what human nature cannot render ? Would it not be
well for the Church to impose upon its ordinary members
only ordinary duties ? When the Bernard or the White-
field appears let her by all means find occupation for him.
Let her in such cases boldly invade the enemy's country.
But in ordinary times would it not be well for her to
confine herself to more modest and practicable under-
takings ? There is much for her to do even though she
should honestly confess herself unable to reclaim the
lost. She may reclaim the young, administer reproof to
slight lapses, maintain a high standard of virtue, soften
manners, diffuse enlightenment. Would it not be well
for her to adapt her ends to her means ?
. No, it would not be well; it would be fatal to do so ;
and Christ meant what he said, and said what was true,
when he pronounced the Enthusiasm of Humanity to be
everything, and the absence of it to be the absence of
everything. The world understands its own routine well
enough; what it does not understand is the mode of
changing that routine. It has no appreciation of the
nature or measure of the power of enthusiasm, and on
this matter it learns nothing from experience, but after
every fresh proof of that power, relapses from its brief